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From the Editors: Staying Sound and Healthy 

Welcome to issue No. 180 of Consumers Union of Japan’s English newsletter. 

A year into the Pandemic consumers are faced with a lot of difficult choices as our 
livelyhoods appear to be on the line. The economic effects are hitting many people hard. 
We remain optimistic that together, we can beat this crisis and come out of it stronger than 
ever. Hopefully, our collective sense of what is important in life will have changed and a lot 
of nonsense will be disregarded. Greed, pollution and misery must be avoided and instead
replaced by what CUJ has always promoted. Our campaigns seem more relevant than 
ever. We hope you will join us and share our efforts to work for a sound and healthy future 
for everyone. Our work seems more relevant than ever.

Please continue to stay updated with CUJ’s activities and news on our English website! 

- Editors



PRESS RELEASE

24 February 2021

-Press Conference-

Start of Signature Campaign for the Labeling of All 

Genetically Modified Seeds and Seedlings

Consumers Union of Japan, the No! GMO Campaign and the Citizens’ Network for 
Biodiversity through Food and Agriculture (FA-Net-Japan) have started a signature 
campaign to demand that all genetically modified seeds and seedlings be labeled.

In December 2020, the Japanese government approved the cultivation and distribution of 
genome edited tomatoes. The first genome edited tomato in Japan is a tomato with high 
levels of GABA developed by Sanatech Seed Corporation (Minato-ku, Tokyo) in 
collaboration with Tsukuba University. The company has begun accepting applications 
from the general public to distribute free seedlings of this genome edited tomato prior to its
general distribution in the market.

In Japan, genome-edited seeds and seedlings are currently not required to be labeled, 
making it difficult for farmers to avoid such crops even if they do not want to grow them. 
Consumers cannot avoid genome-edited foods even if they do not want to eat them. In 
order to change this current situation of serious disdain for food sovereignty, we have 
started a petition campaign to require mandatory genetic engineering labeling on seeds 
and seedlings.

We will be holding a press conference to inform the media about the petition campaign. 
We hope that you will be able to attend. If you are able to attend the press conference or 
would like to participate online via ZOOM, please contact us by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 26 
February 2021.

Please contact: Michiyo Koketsu, Consumers Union of Japan (CUJ)

TEL: 03-5155-4765

* * *

Open Letter of Inquiry Regarding the COVID-19 Vaccine

To: Tamura Norihisa, Minister of Health

From: Consumers Union of Japan

14 January 2021

On 8 September 2020, Consumers Union of japan (CUJ) sent an open letter of inquiry to 
your ministry regarding the new coronavirus vaccine. Since we did not receive a response 
after the deadline of 23 September, we contacted you twice to request a response. You 
replied that you were “working on it,” but we have yet to receive a response. Therefore, we
are now sending you another letter of inquiry as follows.



Your Ministry has reached an agreement with Pfizer Inc. of the United States, AstraZeneca
of the United Kingdom, and Moderna of the United States to supply a vaccine (a new type 
of biovaccine) as a countermeasure against COVID-19 infection, and has already 
announced that you hope to start vaccination in February. This vaccine is a completely 
new type of vaccine that has never been used before, and it will be administered on a 
large scale at a stage when its efficacy, sustainability and safety are not well understood.

Vaccines have been causing health problems, especially in children, due to adverse 
reactions. Vaccines, unlike drugs, are given to healthy people. We need to be more 
cautious than ever. Moreover, this time, large-scale vaccination is being considered. In 
particular, we have strong concerns about the possibility of increased adverse reactions 
among medical professionals, the elderly, and those working in facilities for the elderly, 
who will be effectively forced to be vaccinated. For this reason, we would like to ask the 
following questions.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause you, but we would appreciate your 
response in writing by 29 January 2021. The answers will be shared within and outside our
organization.

Notes:

1. Unlike conventional vaccines, the vaccine for COVID-19 infection (the new biovaccine) 
is a human genetic recombination in which genes are introduced into the body. Moreover, 
the effectiveness and sustainability of the vaccine have hardly been confirmed, and the 
harmfulness of the vaccine is not well understood. This is clearly a human experiment. 
Please tell us why you are in such a hurry to conduct this kind of human experiment.

2. The current vaccination program is effectively forcing medical personnel, the elderly, 
and people working in facilities for the elderly to be vaccinated. This is causing a lot of 
concern among people working in hospitals and facilities and their families. The new 
biotech vaccine is still at the stage of human experimentation, and we believe that de facto
compulsory vaccination is a human rights violation.

3. The human immune system is complex, and if the new biotech vaccine, which works in 
a way that has never been experienced before, interferes with this complex system, there 
is a risk that it will cause allergies, hypersensitivity, and autoimmune diseases. There is 
also a risk of antibody-dependent enhancement of infection (ADE), which is an increase in 
viral infection, and vaccine-related respiratory disease (ERD). What do you think about this
point?

4. The real picture of COVID-19 is still unknown, and problems such as the rapid decline of
immune response in infected people have been pointed out. In addition, mutant viruses 
are appearing one after another. Even if the new biovaccine is effective, there are 
concerns that it will soon lose its effectiveness, and that vaccination may lead to more 
mutated viruses. What do you think about the need for drastic measures from a long-term 
perspective rather than vaccination?

* * *



Protest Against Genome Edited “GABA” Tomato in Tokyo, Japan

In what may have been the world’s first protest against a genome edited GMO food 
product, the GABA tomato, activists from Consumers Union of Japan and the No! GMO 
Campaign gathered outside Sanatech’s offices in central Tokyo, Japan on 23 December 
2020.

Letter sent to Sanatech:

To: Sanatech Seed

14 December 2020

From: Consumers Union of Japan, No! GMO Campaign

Open Letter of Inquiry on Genome Edited High GABA* Tomatoes

We are a consumer organization that is working for food safety.

It has been reported that your company is distributing free of charge high GABA tomatoes 
produced with genome editing technology for home gardening. We believe that genome 
editing technology, like genetic modification technology, is potentially risky as it can cause 
unintentional genetic mutations and create unexpected harmful substances in crops. We 
are concerned that it is a big problem that genetically engineered foods, whose safety has 
not been fully confirmed, are being used for food.

We have some doubts about the explanatory materials that your company submitted to the
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (MHLW) and posted on the MHLW website, and we 
believe that the act of free distribution for home gardening, as announced by your 
company on your website, is tantamount to human experimentation.

We would like to ask you a few questions about your explanatory materials and your 
thinking. We will publish your response on our website.

http://www.nishoren.org/en/wp-content/uploads/20201223-Japan-genome-editing-protest.jpg


The biggest concern about GM crops is the production of unexpected harmful substances 
due to unintentional genetic mutations that occur in the process of genetic engineering. In 
relation to this, we would like to ask the following questions:

(1) In the explanatory materials, you say that you searched for off-target candidates using 
two methods and investigated mutations in areas common to both methods.

(2) Instead of narrowing down the off-target candidates, you should check all the genes to 
see if there are any off-target cases.

(3) In the description of the allergen confirmation, there is a phrase “where mutations were 
identified in the target sequence and off-targets,” which contradicts the explanation in the 
previous section that there were no off-targets.

(4) Allergen identification was performed only for the locations where mutations were 
identified in the target sequences and off-targets.

(5) Tomatin was analyzed and it is stated that “Since tomatin did not increase, it is 
assumed that the analogues of tomatin and other alkaloids did not increase as well.”

(6) Please disclose which substances were analyzed for changes in composition 
compared to the pre-genetically engineered crop, and what the results were.

2. We believe that the “substantial equivalence” assessment of genetically modified crops 
is not a guarantee of safety because it does not confirm the production of the unexpected 
harmful substances mentioned above. Genome edited crops are not subjected to 
“substantial equivalence” review, but it is tantamount to human experimentation to use 
them for food without any confirmation of safety. In relation to this, we would like to ask the
following questions:

(1) An antibiotic resistance gene is used as a marker gene, and a cauliflower mosaic virus 
gene is used as a promoter gene. What kind of research has been conducted on the 
effects of these genes, which may lead to unexpected genetic mutations?

(2) Do you have any plans to conduct animal experiments to confirm the safety of the 
product?

(3) In the explanatory materials, it is stated that the recommended intake amount will be 
indicated when the product is put on the market, but how do you think it will affect pregnant
women, people with underlying diseases, and infants with an underdeveloped blood-brain 
barrier?

(4) Do you think that consumers who apply for the free distribution of genome edited crops
for home and garden use will do so after learning about the risks pointed out by consumer 
groups? Or will they only apply based on your explanation of safety?

(5) How do you plan to understand the health effects of high GABA tomatoes?

This genome edited tomato was developed as a national project. Since the taxpayers’ 
money has been invested in this project, there should be social responsibility based on 
this. 



We would like to ask a few additional questions regarding this point:

(1) How much funding was provided by the government?

(2) Why are you rushing to market before you have a social consensus?

(3) How much of your budget is used to acquire intellectual property rights?

(4) Please stop the free distribution of high GABA tomatoes without sufficient safety 
confirmation.

* GABA = Gamma-Amino Butyric Acid

* * *

New Booklet: Food Additives

Processed foods are an indispensable part of most consumers’ daily diet. They are 
convenient, but in fact, they contain many food additives. There are many problems with 
additives, such as concerns about their safety, or the fact that they are used in Japan even
though they are banned in other countries. The booklet consists of two parts: “Basics” 
which introduces the actual situation of food additives, and “Individual Foods” which 
summarizes what is used and what are the problems in individual foods. Please keep this 
booklet at hand and take the first step toward a diet that reduces additives. It is also an 
ideal textbook for study groups. (64 pages, in Japanese)

* * *

http://www.nishoren.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Consumers-Union-of-Japan-Food-Additives.jpg


In the News: Radioactive Cesium Contamination of Food After the Fukushima 
Nuclear Accident Summary

By Tanimura Nobuko (Citizens’ Nuclear Information Center)

We are now approaching the ten-year mark after the occurrence of the accident. As a 
result of the accumulation of radioactive food test data over ten years, it has become 
possible to identify local areas and food items for which care needs to be exercised. Foods
from which especially high concentrations of radiation are currently being detected are 
biased toward wild mushrooms and wild vegetables, wild meats, and freshwater fish. Very 
broadly speaking, in foods for which the cultivation or raising environment can be 
controlled, contamination exceeding the standards has now disappeared, but the 
radioactive contamination of wild foods cannot be controlled.

Food contamination is taken up by the media only when contamination exceeding the 
standards is discovered. In reality, however, food contaminated by radiation above the 
detection limit but below the standards exists in large amounts. It is clear that once an 
environment has been contaminated by a nuclear accident it is impossible to return it to its 
former state.

Read the entire report on the CNIC website: https://cnic.jp/english/?p=5326

* * *
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